Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Dr Frederick S. Toogood
an effect of auto-intoxication. It is a neuritis which existed in
a number of places, but which did not come under the professional
term usually known as multiple neuritis. There is a definite
clinical condition known as multiple neuritis, and that condition
was not present, at any rate in its entirety. There may have been
the beginnings of it, but it was not present in its entirety before
August, 1920. Coming to 1920, the symptoms described indicate
that she was obviously suffering from melancholia, which is a form
of unsoundness of mind. The condition in which she went away
to the asylum was, I think, obviously a condition known as acute
melancholia, in which there is an acute physical disturbance.
There is increased rapidity of the heart, there is an increase of
temperature, there is often congestion of the surfaces of the lips
and of the fingers, there is frequent vomiting, and, at any rate,
in this particular case, this disturbance would be particularly
likely to result in albumen in the urine. Prior to August, 1920,
there were no symptoms pointing to arsenical poisoning, but prior
to her removal to Barnwood there were symptoms which were con-
sistent with arsenical poisoning. They were also consistent with
other causes. It is the routine practice of institutions to give
the nurse a bowl to be taken on the journey to the institution to-
prep are for any vomiting. Eetention of urine is very common
in melancholia, and it is one of the things which is always tested
before a patient is sent from one institution to another. In this
case I should say it was retention of urine. Suppression of urine
is a very grave matter. As regards the loss of power in her arms
and legs after her admission to the asylum, I believe that was a
functional weakness grafted on to the previous neuritis. I have
heard in the evidence that in the beginning of October she was
given doses of arsenic as a tonic. Assuming that she had already
been given arsenic, the effect of that would be to increase any
effect upon the nervous system.
With regard to the evidence which you heard given, that she
improved after this tonic was given, what do you say ?—I think that
she was not suffering from any arsenical effect upon the nervous
system. I have heard the report that was made by Dr. Soutar,
after consultation with Dr. Townsend. In my opinion, that report
pointed to the condition being functional. I say that because of
the symptoms which were lacking when Dr. Soutar and Dr. Towns-
end examined her. A person suffering from arsenical neuritis
in any degree is paralysed in the hands and the arms and legs, and
he is unable to change his posture. I heard the evidence that in
this case Mrs. Armstrong was able to change her posture. That
is in Dr. Soutar's report. There were two other symptoms in the
report which also confirmed that view: one was that there was
no delayed contraction of the muscles, and the other was that there
were no fibrillary tremors. Delayed contraction means that, when
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